
Dear Mr. Weber,

You are famously committed to democracy and freedom of the press, who follows the development of 

the Hungarian media market. That is the reason why we would like to ask you to stand up for the 

independent Hungarian press.

As you know, in the recent years, many leading media of the Hungarian independent and opposition 

press, including Origo.hu, Népszabadság, the county daily newspapers, or most recently Index.hu have 

been undermined or been diverted towards the government media by the representatives of the 

Hungarian government party sitting in the same parliamentary group with you by “market” players tied 

to the government party under the leadership of Fidesz.

The last opposition radio – Klubrádió – which is still widely available, is currently being phased out. The 

radio has to end its broadcast at midnight on Sunday, February 14th.

Dear Mr. Weber,

You, and the European People’s Party have marked „red lines” several times, which should not have 

been crossed by Fidesz. They usually crossed them and they will do it again. As Christian Wigand, the 

assigned European Commission spokesman said on Wednesday: "The case of Klubrádió aggravates our 

concerns about media freedom and pluralism in Hungary." Needless to say, the procedure is conducted 

while maintaining the appearance of legality. The Media Council of the National Media and 

Infocommunications Authority did not renew the expiring frequency license, although it would have had 

the opportunity to do so. The Media Council, whose members were delegated and appointed by the 

ruling party for 9 years in 2019, rejected the radio’s request for an extension, saying Klubrádió had twice 

sent incomplete data reporting to the authority. According to Klubrádió, these are just two minor 

administrative errors that do not justify silencing a radio.

The Media Council has launched a new tender for the use of the frequency. In theory, Klubrádió would 

also have a chance, but the this tender process is currently on hold as one of the applicants appealed 

against the decision to exclude them.
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Klubrádió has appealed to the court against the previous decision of the Media Council and also argued to 

be able to use the frequency at least until the suspended tender ends. The courts have rejected both 

claims, so the radio will no longer be able to broadcast on the 92.9 Mhz frequency from next Monday.

For the listeners of Klubrádió and for those who want news and programs independent of the 

governmental media, only the way of internet broadcasting remains, especially after the possibility of 

DAB + broadcasting was made impossible by National Media and Infocommunications Authority in Hun-

gary, when in 2020 it terminated the use of this technology in Hungary, which has just become the 

mandatory standard in radios of new cars.

Dear Mr. Weber,

If the freedom and diversity of press is such important for you, please join us in raising your voice!

Yours sincerely,

Erzsébet Schmuck and Máté Kanász-Nagy
Co-Chairs of LMP – the Green Party of Hungary
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